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Chang and Eng.
The Granger Collection, New York

Chang and Eng
Chang and Eng, (born May 11, 1811, Meklong, Siam [now Thailand]—died Jan. 16/17, 1874,
Mount Airy, N.C., U.S.), congenitally joined twins who gained worldwide fame for their
anatomical anomaly. As a result of their fame, the term Siamese twin came to denote the
condition of being one of a pair of conjoined twins (of any nationality).

Chang and Eng, joined at the waist by a tubular band of
tissue about 3.25 inches (8 cm) long and about 1.5 inches (3.8
cm) in diameter, were born of a half-Chinese mother and a
Chinese father. Their anatomical peculiarity caused them to
be sought after as children, and they even had an audience
with the king of Siam. In 1829 Chang and Eng in the “hire” of
a British merchant left Siam, and throughout the following
decade they traveled around the eastern United States and in
Canada, Cuba, and Europe. Until they reached the age of 21,
they traveled with their sponsor, who received the earnings
from their exhibition. After that, they took charge of their
own tours and together accumulated a small fortune. They
settled in Mount Airy, North Carolina, bought a farm, and took
up farming. They became naturalized citizens, adopting the
surname Bunker, and in April 1843 they married a pair of
sisters, Adelaide and Sarah Yates. Chang and Eng maintained

separate households 1.5 miles (2.5 km) apart. They alternated three-day visits with their
respective spouses, and each twin fathered several children. During the American Civil War
they lost much of their money (in addition to their slaves), and in 1869 they once more went
on tour in Europe.

Chang, who was moodier than Eng, had begun to drink heavily. In 1870, while returning to
the United States from their successful tour, Chang had a paralytic stroke. Some four years
later, during the night, Chang and Eng died, Chang preceding Eng by about three hours. An
autopsy revealed that the brothers’ livers also were conjoined.

The suggestion had been made upon their arrival in the United States that Chang and Eng
could be surgically separated. Some doubts as to the safety of the operation, as well as the
twins’ apparent consideration for each other’s comfort and remarkable adaptation to their
condition, led them to reject surgery. They were expert marksmen and could run and swim,
and in short they functioned very capably as a unit.
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